
BIG SAVE 3375 KoapakaStreet,D-108 Phone:(808)831-0811
MARKETS. Honolulu,HI 96819 Fax: (808)831-0833

Wednesday,April 25,2012
City Council,City andCountyof Honolulu

ERNESTY. MARTIN, Chair
IKAIKA ANDERSON, Vice Chair
ROMY M. CACHOLA, FloorLeader
TOM BERG
STANLEY CHANG
TULSI GABBARD
NESTORR. GARCIA
BREENEHARIMOTO
ANN H. KOBAYASHI

RE: Testimony in Opposition to Bill 10,Relating to the useof bagsprovided to customers.

Thankyoufor theopportunityto submittestimonyin oppositionto Bill 10, Relatingto the useof bagsprovided
to customers.

While wesupporttheintent ofthe measure,we urgethe council to insteadsupporta statewidepolicy language
thatappliesfeesfor singleusebagsat the consumerlevel. A fee for bothplasticandpaperbagswouldprovide
amoreeffectivepolicy thatcreatesawin for the county,consumers,retailers,andthe environment.Currently,
the statelegislaturehasconsideredsimilar languagefor statewideimplementationandwebelievethis is thebest
vehicleto reducesingleusebaguse. A uniformpolicy throughoutthe statewould ensureconsistent
implementationby retailers.

SinceKauaiandMaui countiesbannedplasticbagslast year,retailerswereforcedto increasethe supplyof
moreexpensivepaperbags. Thishasdrasticallyincreasedconsumeruseof paperbagsandbusinesscosts.
Becausepaperbagstakemoreenergyto manufactureandrecycle,theenvironmentis notnecessarilybenefiting
fromthis change.

As youmayknow TimesSupermarketis basedon O’ahu andoperates26 storeswith locationsin Maui, Kaua’i
andO’ahu. As anislandbasecompany,we understandthe constraintsof limited spaceandthe preservationof
the uniquelandscapeof Hawaii. It is for this reasonthat we support your efforts in mitigating challenging
issuessuchas single usebags,and the disposalof bagsin landfills and hopethe committeewill support this
purposethrougha feeon bothplasticandpaperbag use.We alsorespectfullyrequestthe maximumamountof
timeto allowretailersto adjustbeforethis measurebecomeseffective.

It is imperative that any action you take be tied directly to consumerbehavior or it will not be effective in
reducingtheusageofpaperandplasticbags.
Pleasefeel free to contactme shouldyou haveanyquestionsregardingthis matterat (808)831-0811 Ext. 245.

We thankyou in advancefor your considerationandwe look forwardto continuingthe dialogue.

Respectfully,

BobGutierrez
Directorof GovernmentAffairs,
TimesSupermarketandBig SaveSupermarket MISC. COM. 945~
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